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  Welcome to Fall Activities & a New Crop of                       

             Trout in Our Green Valley Lakes 

 

Payson Flycasters has a big fall schedule ahead. 

 
1. Introduction to Fly Fishing Class will be held 

October 19 conducted by our Jim Strogen and 

offered through the Payson Parks and Recreation 

Department. See the article from Tom Lincoln, a 

new member.  He will be in the class and I asked 

him to write some about what his reasons are for 

beginning to fly fish and the kinds of questions he 

has.  We have all been there. Welcome Tom to 

Flycasters.  He has graciously offered to help me 

with publicity and the newsletter.  

2. October 28th Meeting features Jim Goughnour, 

AZGFD Commissioner who lives in Payson.  We 

are very proud of Jim and appreciate his 

commitment to Rim Country fishing interests.   

3. November 9:  Project Healing Waters in 

Payson.  I know we all look forward to hosting the 

group again.  Good timing as the trout should be 

cooperative.  Be prepared to sign up at the October 

meeting to volunteer a little time to fish with a 

combat vet. 

4. November 30 Meeting features Jack Houck, 

Orvis and local expert.  Jack is very popular and 

provides great detail on where and how to fish.  

5. Dec. 7 is our Christmas Party at Majestic Rim 

5:30-9  It’s a fun night in a very nice place, bring 

your own wine.  Prime and probably chicken.  

(against the flycaster’s charter to serve fish—can’t 

let the fish gods know some of us actually keep 

fish).  No regular meeting in December. 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing is implementing the club wide survey.  

We\ posted the interest and need for help areas.  Many 

people have stepped up, but we can always use more  

assistance from planning monthly meetings, to being a 

fishing buddy for new folks (or for safety—all folks 

should fish with a buddy), to organizing local trips, 

helping with Healing Waters, the school classes and more.  

Hey, it gets you out, the baseball season is over and the 

Cardinals are only on TV once a week.  

 

             

 

  Tonto Rainbow 

 

Almost 20” on 

the double bead head 

midge rig.  

 

(I’m never tired 

of putting in Jim’s fish 

pictures, but some of 

you must be catching 

fish too, and I am an 

equal opportunity guy, 

so send me your 

pictures too. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.paysonflycasters.org/
file:///C:/Users/Dave/AppData/Local/Temp/www.gilatrout.org
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            A New Flyfisher’s Perspectives 
                               By Tom Lincoln 

 

Have you ever caught a fish on a fly rod? Have you ever 

made a cast with a fly rod? Do you know fly fishing 

terminology? What’s the difference between a #18 fly and 

a #25 fly? What’s an indicator and what is it used for? 

 

If you don’t know the answer to any of the above 

questions, don’t worry. As a matter of fact, you would be 

exactly like me the first time I walked into a Payson 

Flycasters club and Gila Trout Unlimited chapter meeting. 

These two organizations are dedicated to two main 

purposes: 1) promoting fly fishing here in Arizona as well 

as other states and 2) teaching people how to fly fish even 

if that person is as new as I am. By the way, these meetings 

are held the last Saturday of each month at Tiny’s 

restaurant at 9am in Payson, Ariz. If you would like you 

could come about 8 am because you can buy breakfast in 

the meeting room before the meeting starts. 

The members of these two groups come from a very wide 

variety of backgrounds and fishing experiences running 

from someone as new as I am to someone like Jim Strogen. 

Jim has been fly fishing for almost 60 years (he doesn’t 

even look that old) and is one of the most noted fly 

fishermen in Arizona (did Jim pay for this line?). He not 

only has extensive experience, he also has the patience of 

Job, which is why he is one of the club’s instructors.  

Another benefit of the club is that members don’t just sit 

around and talk about fishing, they actually GO fishing. 

They try to organize a club trip at least every other week. 

Some members fish much more than that and will hook up 

(pun intended) with another couple of members. There is 

even an activity called “Take a new member fishing” 

where more experienced members sign a list and make 

themselves available to take new members fishing when 

needed. I will be taking advantage of this activity as my 

second step. What’s my next step? You have to keep 

reading to find out. 

Another aspect of the club that I’m impressed with is their 

community involvement. On November 9 there will be an 

event with Project Healing Waters held at Green Valley 

Park. Healing Waters is an organization dedicated to 

working with military veterans and their families. Some 

vets have discovered that fly fishing is not only fun but 

also very therapeutic. We owe our vets a great deal of 

gratitude for the sacrifice they have made for our country 

and this is just one small way of saying “thank you.”  

Another aspect of community involvement is working 

with the Payson youth and young adults. Fly fishing 

classes are held regularly at Rim Country Middle school. 

Here students are not only taught how to fly fish but also 

about nature and the importance of conservation.  

As you can see there are many ways that anyone interested 

in fly fishing can get involved. As with any other 

organizations, these two groups depend on others getting 

involved if they are going to continue to function and 

expand. My next step in learning to fly fish? Well, it is 

attending the fly fishing 101 class which I have already 

signed up for. If that sounds interesting to you, I’m sorry 

to say the next class is already full. But don’t worry, the 

class is offered 3-4 times per year and there should be 

another one coming up soon. 

If everything works out, I will write an occasional article 

to keep you updated regarding my journey in becoming a 

highly recognized fly fisherman noted for my expertise 

and experience even if that recognition only exists in my 

own mind.  
 

Editor’s Note:  Great job Tom, if it wasn’t for the club 

back 14 years ago, I would be sulking in Payson because 

there are no Walleyes.  I had never fly fished either.  Many 

of the club members have been very generous with their 

time and expertise as you have suggested.  

  

 
 

Owen Strogen with more October fish on Tonto.  He 

caught 4-5 on an unweighted purple woolly bugger that he 

let sink 3-4 ft before stripping past the pod until one 

grabbed it. 
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              The Future of Fishing in Arizona 

                        By Jim Strogen 
 

“Take A Kid Fishing!” That is a phrase we’ve all heard, 

and those of us who love to fish try to do as often as we 

can. It is a thrill for me to see and help my grandkids, 

nieces and nephews having fun catching a lot of fish. 

My love for fishing is a result of my dad taking me fishing 

starting when I was about four years old. My uncle taught 

me how to cast and tie flies as a ten year old, and kept tabs 

on me for the next several years as I explored my home 

creek with my fly rod and had his support while I got good 

at it. 

Recently, I attended the first annual AZGFD Angler 

Summit in Prescott and learned a great deal about the 

future of fishing, and ways to help fishing become valued 

and much more of an interest to others that have yet to 

experience the joy of catching fish. 

According to national and state statistics, the number of 

folks who fish, largely measured by the sale of fishing 

licenses, is on a downward trend. Initially, you might think 

that is good news — less competition where you fish, 

right? The reality is that we need to continue to encourage 

more interest in fishing. 

The production of fish in our hatcheries, the tremendous 

stocking program of both cold water and warmwater fish 

in our state, and the efforts to install fish habitat 

improvements in lakes and streams, are just some of the 

things that depend on a continuous stream of monetary 

support generated through license sales. 

That means we all must do what we can to encourage 

others to learn to appreciate fishing as a fun activity worth 

doing regularly. Our efforts to take our kids fishing 

absolutely need to continue. 

When we were growing up, being outdoors was a regular 

part of our lives. Today, with kids having so many other 

indoor interests, we must have a priority of helping kids 

engage with the natural world. 

One of the important learnings for me at this Summit 

caused me to reflect on how I interact with others who I 

want to get excited about fishing. My interests and how I 

choose to fish is likely quite different than someone who 

grew up with experiences unlike mine. For example, while 

I may occasionally grab my cell phone to take a quick 

picture of a fish that I just caught, our kids are much more 

engaged with technology even in the midst of nature. That 

is an important part of their world. Somehow we must 

embrace their enthusiasm for technology as we strive to 

interest them in fishing. 

We need to consider why so many young adults and 

families don’t fish. How do we make fishing more 

accessible to them; especially families that may not have 

easy or regular access to streams or lakes, have never 

considered fishing as a possible activity, or may not have 

the necessary skills to be successful as they begin to fish? 

It is much simpler for us to take folks who are exactly like 

us fishing. They are more likely to want to continue with 

it, because they have similar values and interests as we do. 

What is more difficult, and even more important for the 

future of fishing, is to also find ways to help others who 

might never consider fishing as a worthwhile pursuit. We 

need to help them find interest and joy in fishing in a way 

that is meaningful to them. 

I will continue to go fishing with my sons whenever we 

get the chance, and treasure every opportunity I have to 

take my grandkids fishing. That, however, is not enough 

for fishing to remain strong. 

If we want to change the trends in fishing participation 

numbers, to paraphrase what Matt Dunfee from the 

Wildlife Management Institute shared at the Summit, “Get 

someone to love fishing as much as you do, who doesn’t 

look like you.” 

 

Perfect example of 

what it means to 

keep our fishing 

streams clean and 

productive.   

 

What kid (or senior 

citizen) wouldn’t be 

excited about great 

weather and good 

fishing. 
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 New Payson Area Fishing 

     Guide Book is Out 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s our Ad for TU in the Guide 

 

 
 

 

Jim Strogen has been at the forefront of this 

publication once again.  Thanks to Joe Miller for his 

continuing involvement in the TU portion of things.   

 

This short information piece in this newsletter 

doesn’t do justice to all that they, Dorothy, Tom Herman 

and so many others do.   

 

 


