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President’s Report 
by Richard E. "Ric" Hinkie 

Greetings everyone!  Still full of the treats from the Annual 

Picnic?  What a feast.  Thanks to all who brought food and 

most importantly, those who brought yourselves.  There is 

a picture at the end of the newsletter you should check out. 

Because so many of you are in the Witness Protection 

Program we couldn’t show more pictures from the party.   

 

Once again, one of our Payson Flycasters is in the news.  

Jim Strogen received a very special award from the Arizona 

Game and Fish Department at their June 7 meeting in 

Payson.  Look for more details in the right-hand column. 

 

Speaking of Jim, he is leading an August 10 class which is 

for adults.  It is organized through Payson Parks and Rec., 

so tell your friends to check it out.  A great opportunity to 

learn the art of fly fishing.   

 

Since my last report, Deems, Tom and I went to Lazy Trout 

in Greer.  Larry Hess joined us for from he and his wife 

Gerry’s campsite nearby.  We got snowed on, hailed on and 

the wind blew 25-40 mph.  We had to have boat anchors 

attached to our belts to keep us out of the water.  Fishing 

was understandably slow, but as Tom and Deems and I were 

pulling out, Hess figures things out and hooks a 21” 

rainbow.  See his picture in the newsletter on page 3.   

 

June’s meeting agenda:  Jim Strogen & Joe Miller 

will report on Colorado River — Bug Flows, Rainbow 

Trout Stockings & Brown Trout NPS EA and Forest 

Restoration (Biomass Power Generation,  4FRI Rim 

Country EIS Status, Cragin Watershed Treatment Status, 

etc.) and Arizona Hatcheries, Native Trout Status & 

Propagation & Stocking Approaches in Rim Country 

 

Tom and I are traveling, we’ll miss you all. 

 

Jim Strogen AZGFD Award 
A Commendation 

of Achievement was 

awarded on June 

7 to Dr. Jim 

Strogen, PFC/ 

GTTU member, by 

Jim Goughnour, 

AZGFD 

Commissioner and 

Payson resident, and 

by Commission  

Chairman Jim Zieler (pictured with Jim and Martha). 

Strogen was cited for his lifelong dedication and 

commitment to education, conservation and youth.  Jim 

and his wife Martha were present at the awards 

presentation.   

Jim, in typical fashion, said, “Can’t do it without the club 

members.”   

 

Jim has led the educational programs for the elementary 

and middle school classes which teach fly fishing skills, 

but also conservation awareness.  Recently, with the 

cooperation of the Payson Water Department, Payson 

Parks and Recreation Department, Arizona Game and Fish 

Department staff and volunteers from his classes and 

others, 15 mossback fish structures were installed in Green 

Valley.   

 

Jim has also worked tirelessly with Joe Miller, and other 

Payson Flycaster members on improving fishing habitat 

on the Colorado River near Glen Canyon Dam as well as 

on the Four Forest Initiative, the effort to protect our 

forests and the trout streams within them. 

http://www.paysonflycasters.org/
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He was also recently selected as a Hero of Public 

Education by the Payson United School District. 

 

With all of that, he is active with his grandsons and is a 

heck of a fisherman.  Congratulations Jim! 

 

 

Lessons from My Grandsons 
Jim Strogen 

Owen (12) and Ayden (8) 

have become very 

accomplished fly fishers. 

That was evident on their 

last visit when they both 

caught bluegills on their fly 

rods at a faster rate than me. 

 

While I was in an 

experimental mode with 

various techniques and flies, 

they went with what they 

knew would work. Soon I 

was getting seriously out-fished, so I decided to join the fun 

and switch to what they were using. 

 

Lessons continued. We went to Woods Canyon Lake and 

while I stuck with trolling my fly while I rowed the boat, 

they decided to cast spinners toward the shore. They each 

caught two trout, including their first tigers, while I didn’t 

even get a bite. They figured out that the points of coves in 

the shade was the place to cast. 

 

I had planned to take both boys to Canyon Creek the next 

day as neither had fished there before. At the last minute 

Ayden decided to stay home with Grandma, while Owen 

was still very interested in catching his first brown trout. 

Ayden had a blast watercolor painting with Grandma, and 

came up with two masterpieces of a leaping mountain lion 

and a brown bear grabbing salmon on an Alaska waterfall. 

 

When Owen and I arrived at Canyon Creek we drove up to 

the OW Bridge and took a look at the creek. While looking 

at a nice hole above the bridge, I mentioned that browns are 

often tougher to catch than rainbows. 

 

When we got back to the car, instead of reaching for his fly 

rod he pulled out his spin cast rod that was still rigged up 

from Woods Canyon Lake. He noted that the hole we 

looked at was deep, and he thought a barbless trout magnet 

would get down to the bottom where he suspected the fish 

were. He pulled out a nice rainbow trout from the pool, 

while I only managed several missed opportunities with my 

fly rod. 

 

The trip with both boys would have been quite different 

than the trip with only Owen fishing with me as he and I 

ended up spending most of the day on Canyon Creek. As I 

said, he was very motivated to catch his first brown trout. 

 

We moved further downstream where the water allowed us 

to see several fish and to recognize them as browns. He saw 

that instead of my usual roll casts on Tonto Creek, that I 

was making longer overhand casts on Canyon Creek. He 

also noted that two rainbows liked what I had to offer. He 

switched to the fly rod. He is a skilled roll caster, but is still 

working on his overhand cast. He went right to that cast and 

immediately got some hits. 

 

We strategized about a particular good looking run that has 

left me and everyone I have fished with empty-handed. He 

put on a rig and took a position on the hole that I had never 

taken before. He danced his wooly bugger downstream in 

the center of the run as well as under the boulders near the 

head of the pool. Although he didn’t land a fish in that run, 

he had two large brown trout on his line in different sections 

of the pool. 

 

He continued to be 

open to try different 

techniques. We ended 

the day at a wide slow 

pool with several fish 

rising. We decided that 

dry flies were our best 

shot at enticing a strike. 

Before he made his 

first cast, we talked 

about the need to 

change his hook set 

with a dry fly. Instead 

of the quick set that he 

is used to with a wet fly 

rig, he would have to allow the fish to  come up to the fly 

and actually take it back down before setting the hook. That 

is a real challenge for me, as I get excited when the fish 

rises. Owen pulled it off on the first rise and landed another 

rainbow. 

 

No brown trout on this Canyon Creek trip, but we will be 

back and I think Ayden will join us next time. 
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When we got home, Ayden 

informed me that he was set 

to fish at Green Valley Lake 

after supper. He had a lesson 

for me too. He would not 

have enjoyed the full day of 

fishing, instead he was 

ready to fish hard for about 

an hour and was confident 

of big results. He has a 

couple favorite fly patterns 

that have consistently 

brought success for him, so 

he started fishing as I 

finished changing my Canyon Creek rig to the Green Valley 

rig. He already had landed and released a fish before I got 

my fly into the water. He caught about fifteen fish in a little 

less than an hour and was ready to call it a day. Eight year 

olds like action, and he sure showed me how it is done!  

 

It is fun watching the boys decide how they will approach 

fishing as different situations present themselves. They are 

very much into “whatever works” mode. 

 

The boys went up to Kaibab Lake with their parents after 

their visit in Payson and sent me a picture of the stringer of 

trout they both caught on worms. Whatever it takes!   

 

 

Water, Water..... Everywhere! 

Tom Herman 

Just attended a Jack Houck presentation on Rim Lake 

fishing. Here is a loose summary.  

 

Jack said that this season will be the best for Arizona, 

Colorado and the West in general. Lakes and streams are 

full of water and fishing will be awesome!   

 

Carnero Lake, north of the Sunrise Ski Resort, and not on 

the reservation, is fishing great for rainbows and tiger trout. 

You will need a float tube to fish there. Also he mentioned 

Big Lake, Becker Lake and Crescent Lake as good choices 

to fish. 

 

The rim lakes are less than an hour to get to and are being 

stocked with trout. I am going try Black Canyon Lake, just 

past Forest Lakes, for bass this summer. 

 

It is better to fish mid week at Rim lakes, and one of my 

favorite fishing is dry flies very early mornings, or an hour 

before dark.    

 

Watch out for Elk on the 260. 

 

 

Lazy Trout Outing in Greer 
After two days of 30 to 

40 mph winds at Lazy 

Trout, snow at various 

times and questionable 

company (Deems and 

Herman) Larry Hess 

left his bride (or did she 

send him away for 

some quiet time) in a 

nearby Greer campsite 

to catch this beast.   

 

The three of us pretty 

much were indicator 

fishing 3-4' deep in the 

usual places and caught a few fish each, but not the usual 

haul.  As Deems, Tom and I were pulling out Larry has this 

one on after going much deeper with sinking line.  The 

weather must have driven them deeper and we were just 

fishing above them.  Great job Larry.  

 

PFC/GTTU Conservation Action Report  

 June, 2019 

 
Joe Miller 

 

Summer’s Here!, and Time to go fishing before it gets any 

Hotter!  There’s lots going on around Arizona, lots of Rim 

Country fishing opportunities, and lots of conservation 

efforts to keep the fishing good, and hopefully make it 

even better.  Here are a few of those: 

 

“New” Rim Country Trout Lake:   

                 Blue Ridge (CC Cragin) Reservoir   

 

Blue Ridge Reservoir North of Clint’s Wells, has a New 

Boat Ramp and has just been stocked for first time in 

several years with 10,000 catchable Rainbows, all 

courtesy of AZGFD.  Valley TU Member Tom Osterday 

worked with AZGFD’s Scott Rogers (Flagstaff Office) to 

encourage this stocking.  Report of at least 1 Big Rainbow 

being caught recently!  Thanks Tom and Scott!!!!  You 
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really need that boat or pontoon to fish Blue Ridge!  Ask 

Tom.  He (and his boat) got a recent (May 24) newspaper 

article in the Payson Roundup. 
 

Streams & Lakes in Rim Country: 

 

East Verde River / Verde River - SRP has started releasing 

some water down the East Verde at Washington Park, and 

will be releasing more starting in July.  It’s a complicated 

process because of linkages with Horseshoe Reservoir 

water level management, but the East Verde is now being 

stocked with Rainbows, and also there will be some 

tagged experimental Catchable Gila Trout later this 

summer, and the enhanced coldwater flows will be great.  

Remember PFC/GTTU is helping support an AZGFD 

stream restoration project on the E Verde this fall. 

 

AZGFD Hatcheries, and Stream and Lakes Fisheries 

Management in Rim Country - The extensive activities by 

AZGFD to support improved fishing with hatcheries, 

stream and lake management actions and stockings across 

the Rim Country were written up in a series of Payson 

Roundup articles recently.  Surveys being done on Canyon 

Creek were a part of that.  Canyon restorations took some 

impact from the recent heavy rains, but Canyon is fishing 

well.  The surveys update stream data, and revealed some 

22+ inch Browns!  Kudos to AZGFD !!!, and see Jim’s 

on-going articles in the Roundup. 
 

 

Lees Ferry:   

 

The “Bug Flow” experiments at Glen Canyon Dam / Lees 

Ferry are Now underway again this year, May 1 through 

August 31.  These flows “provide favorable conditions for 

insects to lay eggs along the Colorado River margins, and 

slightly higher fluctuating releases during the weekdays 

designed to prevent eggs from drying out.” Preliminary 

reporting of the very favorable results from last year’s 

experiment were just updated at a Glen Canyon Dam 

Adaptive Management Plan Technical Work Group 

Meeting (GCDAMP/TWG) in Phoenix on June 11/12.  

Also discussed:  Various options for Flow Managements 

and Water Temperatures from GCD. 

 

Still Waiting:  Release of the National Park Service EA 

on the Invasive Species Control ( For Brown Trout ) is 

still pending.  Still anticipated there will be proposals for 

Incentivized Harvest removal of any Brown Trout caught 

by anglers, but details not fully known.  A limited Update 

on the status / timing of the EA was provided at the 

meeting mentioned above.  

 

Stream Protection through Forest Restoration 
  

Rim Country EIS — NEPA Activity Status: The Rim 

Country EIS ROUGH Draft is now being reviewed by the 

4FRI Stakeholders in preparation for public review and 

comment by mid-summer.  I’m involved in those reviews 

and discussions with the USFS and the other 4FRI 

Stakeholders, including AZGFD, USFWS, & many 

conservation organizations.  Stream restorations are a big 

part of this EIS, so we have a lot to gain here.  Again, 

details as emerge, and we’ll publicize those Public 

Meetings and Comment periods. 

 

BIOMASS:  The campaign going on with the Arizona 

Corporation Commission (ACC) to allow/expand the 

generation of electricity from the byproducts (Biomass) of 

Forest Thinning is continuing.  Arizona Public Service 

(APS) is tentatively planning to convert a coal fired 

facility at Cholla to Biomass.  Biomass disposal is critical 

and a potential roadblock to the successful 

thinning/management efforts on National Forests across 

the state if it’s not done.  If those forests are not thinned, 

they’ll burn, and our scarce streams may be destroyed.  A 

lot of people and organizations (4FRI Stakeholders, 

counties, municipalities, AZGFD and the AZGF 

Commission, USFS, TU and other NGO’s are directly 

supporting this approach with the ACC.  Details as they 

emerge. 

 

High Country Fishing GuideBook: 

 
The excellent High Country Fishing Guidebook covering 

the Rim Country and the White Mountains is being 

UPDATED.  Publication is expected by late June, with 

new and updated articles, directions, locations and 

techniques.  We’ll have them available at PFC/GTTU 

meetings as a Fund Raising Effort. 

 

Annual Meeting Note 
Tom and Ric model new club 

hats at the Annual Picnic.  

Tom’s is imported from China 

(we call it the Emperor Style).  

It costs a little more than the 

others. Dorothy has the non-

China version available.  But if 

anyone wants to take over as 

PFC President (or Emperor) 

Tom will give up the hat to the 

volunteer.  


